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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 0949 

JIDDA FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE 

FROM AMBASSADOR YOUNG 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV RH UK US TZ 

SUB J : RHODESIA: NYERERE'S THOUGHTS ON INTERIM GOVERNMENT 

REF: DAR ES SALAAM 1220 

1 . IN POST MORTEM SESSION WE HAD THIS MORNING ON 

YESTERDAY S CONVERSATION WITH NYERERE AND AFTER RE-READING OUR 
REPORTING CABLE, BELIEVE WE SHOULD PROVIDE DEPARTMENT AND INFO 
ADDRESSEES WITH ADDITIONAL DETAILS OF NYERERE'S COMMENTS REGARD- 
ING TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT. 
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2. NYERERE SAID THAT BRITAIN, AS THE COLONIAL POWER, "MUST 
ADMINISTER THE DECOLONIZATION." BRITISH ARE PAST MASTERS AT 
ARRANGING TRANSFERS OF POWER. SURELY THEY COULD PROVIDE A 
CLEAR AND SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION OF WHY THE RESIDENT 
COMMISSIONER WOULD NEED EXTENSIVE POWERS DURING THE TRANSITIONAL 
PERIOD. BUT WHILE THE RESIDENT COMMISSION MUST HAVE THE STRONGEST 
ROLE IN THE GOVERNING PROCESS, THE PATRIOTIC FRONT MUST BE 
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GIVEN A "SIGNIFICANT" PART IN THAT PROCESS. 

3. NYERERE SAID THAT HE INTENDED TO PRESS THE BRITISH TO STATE 
HOW THEY CAN NARROW THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THEM AND THE PF ON 
THE QUESTION OF THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER S POWERS. THE UK 
SHOULD "DEFINE THEIR POSITION CLEARLY AND PUT IT FORWARD." HE 
OBSERVED THAT THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER WOULD BE, IN EFFECT, 
HEAD OF STATE AND PRIME MINISTER. THE NATIONALISTS, INCLUDING 
MUZOREWA ("EVEN THOUGH HE'S MADE A FOOL OF HIMSELF"), BUT 

NOT SITHOLE AND CHIRAU, WOULD ACT AS A COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
UNDER THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER. 

4. THE BRITISH. HE ADDED, SHOULD GIVE UP ON THEIR EFFORT TO 

GET NKOMO TO JOIN THE INTERNAL AGREEMENT, SINCE THEY HAVE NO 
CHANCE OF SUCCEEDING IN THIS. AGAIN, THE UK SHOULD DEFINE AND 
LAY ON THE TABLE A NEW POSITION ON THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT WHICH 
WOULD PROVIDE A REASONABLE ROLE FOR THE PF AND THE BISHOP, 

WITH ULTIMATE AUTHORITY VESTED IN THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER. 

LOW 
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